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Jesus said 'When | am lifted up from the earth | shall draw all people to
myself'.

The Feast of the Holy Cross falls this month. The cross is an image with
which we are so familiar that it is important we have a chance to notice it, to
focus on it again and understand what its power means to us. Crosses are
bandied around churches. They are carried in processions, carved into
woodwork, painted onto walls. Our church buildings are often built in the
shape of a cross. The 14th September has been a special day of thanksgiving
since AD 629 when the Roman Emperor displayed what was venerated as a
relic of the true cross. This cross was supposedly the cross that Jesus had been
crucified upon, after it had been recovered from the Persians who looted it 15
years previously. It was also connected with the day 300 years earlier when
the Emperor Constantine's mother Helena was supposed to have discovered
the true cross by God's miraculous guidance.

If we look at the cross what do we see? A man is nailed to a piece of wood,
hanging upright, and waiting for his inevitable death. This is a scene of
historical fact, something that really happened. It is not just a work of art,
however profound; but about what being persecuted or attacked might be like.
The cross is a scene of crucifixion. And not just to this man Jesus, but to
countless thousands of people in the Roman Empire. Scenes like this were
very common. So in a different way even at the time of Jesus' crucifixion
people were familiar enough with crosses. Even though familiarity does not
always breed contempt, its more common effect is an ability to shut our eyes
and hearts to other people’s pain. We become obsessed with our own needs,
fears and wants and so find a way of avoiding seeing what was so obviously
wrong, and what should so obviously make all Christians burn with
indignation.

We all know wonderful and moving crucifixion scenes, whether a serene
medieval or Byzantine image, or the rawness of a twisted body which marked
later Western painting. How can this simple torture device become an object
of beauty? How have we taken it and worked it in silver or gold, studded it
with jewels and carried it around like a work of art? The Cross's real beauty is
the assurance it gives of the things which are most important to us, the
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followers of Jesus. Most important is the assurance that he loves us. His love
was so great that he gave his life for us. If God loves us enough for him to die
for us, then we are all worthy of that love. We all have value and all deserve
respect. The miracle of the cross is that God and Christ's love turns a sign of
death, destruction and desolation into the ultimate symbol of hope. So the
cross is a double-edged sign of transformation and glory to come. It is in the
spirit of transformation that we can understand why the best efforts of artists
have been used to beautify the representations of the cross that we see around
our churches.

Jesus said 'When | am lifted up from the earth | shall draw all people to
myself',

With every blessing, Fr Simon
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ORGAN RENOVATION UPDATE

A big thank you to everyone who has kindly contributed to the sponsor a pipe
scheme. Since launching a year ago there has been a great response. Whether
you have sponsored one pipe or a whole rank, every sponsorship counts and it
has been moving to see many made in memory of loved ones. The organ and
the musical life of our church clearly is of great importance to many and worth
investing for the future.

Several developments have taken place over the summer. An organ consultant
was commissioned to carry out a report (kindly paid for by a donor), to
examine the organ’s condition, propose renovations, and consider the
possibility of adding new stops. In short, he concluded that the organ was built
during a time of economic downturn, but was well done. Nevertheless, the
organ now has numerous faults that need to be rectified with modern
technology, which would not only reverse the organ’s deterioration, but also
make it much more user-friendly - all without loosing its character.

Henry Willis & Sons is now the third
organ-building firm to visit and quote for
the work. They noted that the organ was
built with considerable constraints on
space, but that by making room with
modern technology, a brand new set of
pipes can now be accommodated. Called
the Trombone or Tromba, it would add 3
new ranks to the organ (high-, medium-
and low-pitched), creating a thrilling,
bright and impressive sound for use in
solos and those great crescendo moments
everyone loves hearing on the organ. In
their words it would take the organ from
‘special to spectacular’! Of course for a
big sound there’s a big price tag, but if
funds can be found then it’s cheaper to
install while the repair works are carried
out. This is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to expand the organ and make
a contribution that will be heard for
decades to come.

Drawing on their familiarity with the

. o A set of Trombone pipes ingeniously designed
instrument, Henry Willis & Sons made to fit a smaller space (note ladder for scale)
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other attractive proposals, not least a starting date of January 2018. However,
we would need to sign the contract by mid-September 2017. This is of course
dependent on funds being secured, at least £20,000. We never expected the
congregation to bear the cost alone, so we have also been busy making
applications to a dozen charitable trusts - local, regional and national. If
anyone knows of any trusts or businesses that may be interested, please let me
know quickly.

Organs are never cheap, and this project had been discussed for many years
not least because of the considerable effort and cost involved. However our
organ is at the centre of a thriving musical scene, one that provides pleasure to
many and invests in young people. Let’s pray that we can find the means to
jump the final fundraising hurdles. The glory belongs to God.

Thomas Thorpe

o
o ﬁ Sponsored Bike 'n Hike

BEDS AND HERTS HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

Saturday 9" September 2017

Raise money for All Saints'

The Bike 'n Hike is coming up soon and is a good opportunity to raise money
for our church whilst enjoying a cycle or walk between local churches.

Last year All Saints' raised £725.00 so this meant £362.50 for our church. This
is because half the money we generate through sponsorship comes to All
Saints’ and the other half goes to the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust.
By making a Gift Aid donation tax payers can boost receipts for the trust from
this event.

Half of the sponsorship money that we raise can be used as we wish, e.g. for
church charities, youth work or churchyard maintenance, and not necessarily
for church maintenance.

Certificate of Appreciation

The organisers like to recognise and thank people for their efforts and have
introduced the idea of a Certificate of Appreciation. This is a way of
encouraging those who support the Bike 'n Hike to do as well or even better
next time! In this scheme a Bronze certificate is awarded for raising over £500
(including Gift Aid), Silver for raising over £1000 and Gold for over £2000. |
am pleased to announce that All Saints' was recently sent one of these



certificates for 2016 which means that for the fourth year running we hold a
Bronze for raising over £500 in the Bike 'n Hike.

Welcoming rota

Many churches in our area take part and many more are visited by cyclists and
walkers on the day. All Saints' provides a rota of volunteers to welcome the
participants who visit our church. We usually offer refreshments in the form of
a cold drink and biscuits. A rota of one hour slots will be placed at the back of
the church to collect names for this purpose. Please enter your name and
phone number if you can help on Saturday 9™ September between 10:00am
and 6:00pm.

Linda Owen, please phone me on 659521 for information about how to take
part and help.

My brothers and I will be participating in the sponsored bike n’ hike this year.
Last time we took part we pushed ourselves and managed to get to 50
churches! We’ll aim to do the same this year. If you are able, any sponsorship
will be much appreciated. Half the money raised goes to the trust (which we
have applied to this year for our organ) the other half goes to All Saints’.
Thank you. Thomas Thorpe

OUR DEANERY (AND SLIGHTLY BEYOND)

This month we are in the West most part of the deanery beyond the A10.
There we find the churches of St Catherine in Sacombe and of All Saints in
Little Munden. These two parishes together with St Mary in Standon form the
benefice of ‘Standon and the Mundens with Sacombe’, which more or less
encircles the parish of High Cross in the next door deanery of Hertford and
Ware. High Cross extends up the A10 from Thundridge in the south to Old
Hall Green in the north and includes Colliers End, where it seems that the
stone mentioned our August Quiz is situated. So surrounded by our deanery
but not, I think, in it.

And the full inscription asked for in the Quiz is:

'Let posterity know, and knowing be astonished, that on the fifteenth day of
September, 1784, Vincent Lunardi of Lucca, in Tuscany, the first aerial
traveller in Britain, mounting from the Artillery Ground in London, and
traversing the regions of the air for two hours and fifteen minutes, in this spot
revisited the earth. On this rude monument for ages be recorded this wondrous
enterprise successfully achieved by the powers of chemistry and the fortitude
of man, this improvement in science which the great Author of all knowledge,




patronizing by his Providence the inventions of mankind, hath graciously
permitted, to their benefit and his own eternal glory.’

The flight seems to have been the wonder of the age, with 200,000 people
seeing him take off and various others amazed when he passed overhead. It
appears that he set off with a dog, a cat and a pigeon, although the accounts
vary slightly. All seem to agree that he put down at North Mymms to unload
the cat, which was either airsick, cold or just not in the mood for air travel. He
handed said animal to a bemused woman and then proceeded as far as Standen
Green End where his journey ended. Apparently he had some difficulty in
persuading the villagers to help him moor but all finally seems to have ended
well. I wonder how many of the spectators foresaw Stansted Airport!

Jill Beardwood

Deanery Quiz

Answer to August question: Oops, we seem to have a little boundary
problem here. Apologies to our neighbouring, nay intertwined, deanery of
Hertford and Ware in which the Balloon Stone, at Standon Green End,
commemorates the descent in 1784 of Vincenzo Lunardi in a hot air balloon.
See this month’s Deanery News for the full story of that flight.

September question: Which Deanery churchyard contains 235 identically
shaped stones?

BARRIE WIILIAM RANDALL R.I.P.

Barrie was a loving and devoted brother to Nita. Barrie loved and was devoted
to his nephews Steven and Paul and his cousins John and Catherine. The
family were grateful to Jill Beardwood who often rang and asked after Barrie.

Barrie spent 6 weeks in Malta doing his National Service in the RAF; whilst
he was there he visited the Blue Grotto and Valetta. During his spell in the
RAF he played cards, and learnt to play Bridge which he carried on playing
with his mother after being demobbed. Barrie was a chartered accountant and
worked as a systems analyst for Rank Hovis MacDougall. He enjoyed
working with figures.

There were two important parts to Barrie's life. The first part was his family to
whom he was devoted. He loved going to Nita's home every couple of weeks
for lunch and second was his deep faith. He was a member of All Saint's
church and has been on numerous church council committees. He was
treasurer and was in charge of planned giving. Barrie was very faithful as he
attended Evensong very regularly. Barrie lived in Hatfield Broad oak where he
enjoyed walking, and enjoying nature. Barrie in his younger years took piano
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lessons and could play Chopin's sonatas. He then moved to Sandle Road and
became involved in the life of All Saints’ where he took part in the All Saints’
scrabble club.

Barrie was a real gentleman and he possessed a lovely smile. Barrie’s was a
member of the arts & heritage club, and a member of the Guild of the Servants
to the Sanctuary. Barrie enjoyed going to the theatre, concerts and musical
events. In his later years Barrie collected Dicken’s Novels.

During his last few months Barrie suffered through illness, but he never
complained always remaining very cheerful.

May Barrie rest in peace and rise in glory. [Taken from the funeral address.]
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We are a large charity employing over 650 people from the local area, and there are a number of ways you can be
involved with the St Elizabeth’s Centre.
We are currently looking for dedicated, compassionate people to fill the following vacancies:

Care & Support Worker
Night Care Assistant
Child Care Worker
Residential Learning Support Assistant

No experience is necessary as you will be given our full,
first-class training.
Have you thought about Volunteering?

We have a number of great opportunities here at the centre. Weekly roles or one off events, what about volunteering in
one of our Charity shops?
Volunteering is great for your CV and meeting new friends being part of your local community.

For further information, please call 01279 843451
or visit our website:

www.stelizabeths.org.uk )
n St Elizabeth’s Epilepsy Care @st_elizabeths

Stephen Gammer B.R.C.P. B.S.Y.A.
FOOT CARE PRACTITIONER
Nail Reduction, Removal of hard skin,
The treatment and management of: Verrucas, Corns, Callouses,
Ingrowing toenails, Nail infections, Home visits are available
Telephone: 01279 416210  Mobile: 07956 49185




HOLIDAY BIBLE WEEK

This year’s bible week was a great success as usual despite a day of non-stop
rain On Wednesday which severely tested the helpers and tent leaders.
However most of the days were sunny so there were a lot of outdoor games for
the children to enjoy on the college grounds. The theme for the week was
investigation. HBW investigates.

Every day had a different bible story and a relevant bible passage. The stories
included the missing boy Jesus in the temple, the missing prodigal son, the
resurrection, the missing body and peter’s escape, the missing prisoner. These
stories were all discussed in the tents and then explored further in the main
tent by Rachel and Clare. There were some very inventive sketches from the
puppets in the main tent exploring the evidence for the resurrection and all the
other daily stories.

Songs also helped to enliven the proceedings with all the accompanying hand
gestures. And a lot of fun was enjoyed by the children playing a variety of
inventive team games, leading to the customary pieing of youth leaders,
Nicola and Eddie when their team had lost.

For children this is great opportunity to have some fun whilst being given
grounding in the bible which hopefully they will pursue after the week is over.
Needless to say the whole operation takes a lot of effort and finance ; and
credit must be given to the HBW committee and their chairman David King
for organising such a special event.

Love a Warm and Cosy Home?

Avoid expensive repairs to your boiler and central heating system with our
local monthly maintenance cover plans for Herts, Essex & Suffolk householders.

PeaC(Bf Mindfrom only £7 . 99per month

Includes a Full Service & On-the-Hour appointments

Call us FREE on 0800 43 46 494

Offices in HAVERHILL & IPSWICH

ﬂboilermm

UK Boiler Care Ltd is an OFTEC and Gas Safe Registered Company
www.ukboilercare.co.uk
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR & READINGS

3. | Sun | TRINITY 12 8.00; 10.00 All-Age Parish
Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 Mass & Holy Baptism
11.30 Family Service
4. | Mon
5. | Tues 7.30 pm Mass with Prayer for
Healing
8.15 pm PCC
6. | Wed 9.30 am Mass at All Saints
School
7. | Thurs No 2pm Hospital Mass
8. | Fri
9. | Sat 10am - 6pm Sponsored Bike ‘n’
Hike
10. | Sun | TRINITY 13 8.00; 10.00 Mass & Holy
Ezekiel 33:7-11; Romans 13:8-14; Baptism
Matthew 18:15-20 11.30 Family Service
11. | Mon
12. | Tues 7.30 pm Walsingham Cell Mass
13. | Wed 9.30 am Mass
14. | Thurs | HOLY CROSS DAY No 2pm Hospital Mass
15. | Fri
16. | Sat
17. | Sun TRINITY 14 8.00; 10.00 Masses
Genesis 50:15-21; Romans 14:1-12; 11.30 Family Service
Matthew 18:21-35
18. | Mon
19. | Tues 7.30 pm Mass
20. | Wed 9.30 am Mass
21. | Thurs | MATTHEW, APOSTLE & 2 pm Mass (Hospital)
EVANGELIST
22. | Fri
23. | Sat
24. | Sun TRINITY 15 8.00; 10.00 Masses
Jonah 3:10-4:11; Phillipians 1:21-30; 11.30 Family Service
Matthew 20:1-16
25. | Mon
26. | Tues 7.30 pm Mass
8.15 pm Standing Committee
27. | Wed 9.30 am Mass
28. | Thurs 2 pm Mass (Hospital)
29. | Fri MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS
30. | Sat
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PARISH CONTACTS

For Clergy and Officers see inside front page.

All Saints’ School
Archives

Church Hall Manager

Church Hall Bar
Fundraising
Flowers

Guyana Link
Homegroups
Mag. Distribution
Magazine Editor
Mothers’ Union
Organist / Choir
PCC Secretary
Parish Breakfast
Parish Clerk
Pastoral Group
Sacristan
Safeguarding
Sunday Readers
Sunday School
Treasurer
Website

SUNDAY SERVICES

8 am Mass

Head Teacher: Heidi Otranen
Kate Birbeck

Pauline Sverdloff
Richard Barrett
Rosemary Jensen
Valerie Judge

Barbara Tye
Nicola-Jane

Thomas Thorpe

Martin Swanzy
Deborah Townsend
Oliver Bond

Julie Thorpe

Valerie Judge

Sheila Bush

Please contact the Clergy
Mick Robinson

Cathie Ridler

Peter Jensen

Contact Churchwardens
Mike Thorpe

Thomas Thorpe

10 am Sung Mass (1st Sunday: All Age Mass)
The Sunday School meets during the 10am Mass (apart from the 1st Sunday)
11.30am-12pm Songs and Stories in the Lady Chapel.
6pm Evening Prayer (BCP) (5th Sunday Deanery Service as advertised)

6.30pm Soul Space: a reflective mass with imagery and music, as advertised.

WEEKDAY SERVICES

836006
810979
812424
656737
07734839678
863789
653553
07811188506
656602
658325

505077
656602
863789
655605

651644
07804969831
07778 283927

656602
656602

Said Mass: Tuesdays 7.30 pm (with Prayer for Healing 1st of the month).
Wednesdays: 9.30 am. Thursday: 2pm at Herts & Essex Hospital
Morning Prayer: Mon — Fri 9am
Evening Prayer: Sun — Thurs 6pm

Window Advertising: Half a page is £65 for the year, and a quarter page is
£35 for the year. Please send adverts to the editor.

12




